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Stuck on the City

Illegal art in the legal world

City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library

10/10, 2012 – 13/01, 2013

AKAY / BATES / BIOR / BRAD DOWNEY / DELTA / EPOS 257 / ESCIF / HONET / HORFE / HOW´N´NOSM / M-CITY / MASKER / OBIC / PASTA ONER / POET 73 / POINT / REBEL INK / SMASH 137 / SPINO / SWOON / TRON / XDOG / ZEDZ

The present international exhibition of graffiti and street art brings works by some two dozen artists coming from all across the globe. While they express themselves in different idioms, have different priorities and different experiences, but there is one common denominator which unites them – the city, which is their prime source of inspiration, their studio, canvas and exhibition venue at one time. The names attached to the art style they engage in are similarly varied: graffiti, street art, street deco, urban art... Notwithstanding the resilience of its being tagged as a vandalism, and the fact that in its pure forms it continues to be punishable by law, over the several decades since its emergence it has spread to global proportions. In view of this alone, it should be taken seriously. The other reason, of course, is that its popularity does not diminish, rather on the contrary.


After having mounted several smaller-scale projects plus a major international festival NAMES, Prague is now hosting its first representataive graffiti and street art. Even though to the uninitiated the names, or nicknames, of individual participants may not ring a bell, it remains true that all of them rank among the finest that the various communities involved in this art can offer. On display here are works from orthodox sprayers (writers), as well as from those who have long overstepped the formal and thematic constraints of their signatures (or tags), to express themselves with utter freedom.


BATES, coming from Denmark, is in the world of graffiti one of Europe´s, and possibly the world´s leading stylemakers; equal plaudits can be heard regarding the originality of paintings (pieces) by the Paris-based HORFE. The Netherlands´ DELTA has influenced several generations of writers, and is ranked alongside ZEDZ among pioneering and key figures of the international geometrical line and threedimensional graffiti art. In his turn, POET 73 is a living legend of the Berlin scene. 


By no means, however, is the environment of graffiti art limited to walls. In their time, Switzerland´s SMASH 137, another Parisian, HONET, and the Spanish twin tandem of writers, HOW´N´NOSM who made the definitive breakthrough in New York, all fell for trains. The first on the above list has meanwhile interspersed his pieces with elements of tender lyrical abstraction, while others have produced awesome large-scale stylized drawings on house facades. For example, last time in Philadelphia. The international street art scene is also represented here by Poland´s M-CITY and the American artist, SWOON, one of the few women who have managed to earn full respect on a world scale. 
Both of them offer convincing proofs of their talent in works characterized by precise drawing coupled with flawless black-and-white “graphic” execution.


Some artists have evolved towards the traditional media, while others have remained faithful to programmatic gesture and action. The comparatively influential activist group is represented here by, among others, the Stockholm-based AKAY, the American BRAD DOWNEY, or the Czech Republic´s EPOS 257 whose projects have for the last few decades figured in the essential European anthologies of this art movement.


A representative collection of works by further members of the Czech scene takes up roughly one-half of the exhibition space. These include graffiti by the now legendary POINT, the creator of a cult monument to the casualties of graffiti and one of this country´s first creator of three-dimensional graffiti; as well as work by the uncompromising expressive painter BIOR; TRON, participant in the fabled New York trip of 2000; or one of the oldest and most distinctly original writers currently active OBIC. The younger generation is represented by works of MASKER, winner of the Prague National Gallery´s 333 Award and the first Czech writer to have been given a one-man show in a state gallery; the sarcastic XDOG, or the conceptually-oriented SPINO. The banner of the Czech version of pop art is held here by PASTA ONER.


Notwithstanding their roots in the independent zone, with virtually no exception these artists have by now established themselves on the gallery orbit as safely as on the streets. Evidently, a piece mounted on a house facade in the middle of a bustling street has an effect diametrically different from that generated by the same work executed on canvas and hung within the white cube of an exhibition gallery. Regardless of the obvious risk involved in this type of solution, it was decided for the sake of maximum authenticity to have most of the monumental works made straight on the wall of the exhibition venue imminently before the show´s opening, and moreover, to display alongside art pieces also specimens of the despised tagging and bombing modes. This, to be sure, was to ward off any misconception about writers who are able to paint “such a cute pictures like these here” not being just as fit to take a marker or a spray can and thus armed to hit the street. It may not seem self-evident but that´s how it is, for they are indeed ever Stuck on the City.

The exhibition is being staged under the auspices of Mr Bohuslav Svoboda, Mayor of the City of Prague.

The supplementary program is being patronized by Ms Aleksandra Udženija, Councillor of the City of Prague
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ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME – STUCK ON THE CITY

BEST PIECE / STUCK ON THE CITY

Venue: legal walls in all parts of Prague
The most extensive section of the Stuck on the City supplementary program involves painting on both new and traditional legal walls in all parts of Prague. Here, stars of the international and Czech graffiti scenes will create an open-air gallery which will not only attract the public´s attention to the exhibition staged in the Municipal Library, but will also serve as an autonomous, visually captivating presentation of the various artists. October 2012 will see the launch of a competition for the best wall painting piece. Spectators will be invited to vote on the web. Follow the developments at www.mestemposedli.cz.

29/9 – 30/9, 2012, from 12 PM
WARM UP! GRAFFITI JAM

venue: Trafačka, 1 Kurta Konráda St., Prague 9

Graffneck presents: IRONLAK BBQ (a graffiti jam session of invited Prague-based writers, with barbecue, beer, soft drinks). Painting on the legal walls of legendary Trafačka.

10/10, from 7:00 PM
Presentations of artists, bonus: evening with FAGANI

venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library small hall

Presentations of individual artists, projections commented by the artists, with translation from English and French

HOW´N´NOSM

Tandem of artists (twins) working jointly on outdoor walls and in gallery spaces across the globe.

HONET

French writer and painter who has conceived a fantasy world of his own, peopled by peculiar characters.

SWOON

American woman artist who did part of her studies in Prague, she has earned renown for her inventive stencils with figure motives.

+ BONUS - FAGANI 

Festival of Animated Graffiti. Best of competition films, discussion with the authors. Animated wall MeetFactory in the Municipal Library. 

With translation from English and French.
11/10 – 13/10
STUCK ON THE CITY IN COLLABORATION WITH FAGANI AND MEETFACTORY

Galerie Zeď/Wall Gallery is to obtain a piece from the French writer HONET which will become an organic part of the program BEST PIECE.

FAGani... 2012

FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED GRAFFITI – BU2R & MeetFactory     

From September 25th can supporters of animated graffiti festival Fagan ... BU2R vote for the best animated video.on the website lidovky.cz  October 25th will announced winners of the second edition of the festival of animated graffiti Fagan ... BU2R.

13 – 14/10, from 11 AM

GRAFFITI JAM and launch of the DVD KICK THE SHIT!

Location: Metro Kačerov

Graffiti jam with the participation of many legends of Czech graffiti and launch of the dvd of KTS 3000, KTS Bitch! A KTS Wild Style in the presence of Vladimir 518 and many others.

http://www.biggboss.cz/news/2221

17/10, from 7:00 PM
STREET TALK
series of lectures with projection, panel talk

venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library small hall

Radek Wohlmuth – The Czech Graffiti Scene - Astray between the street and Galleries 

Featuring the curator of the exhibition Stuck on the City.

Jakob Kimwall – The International Scene

Featuring Swedish art historian offering a comparison of the Czech and international scenes, with special focus on Sweden.

Javier Abarca – Spanish art historian, speaking on graffiti

University of Madrid, http://urbanario.es/
Stephan Doitschinoff aka Calma – presentation of monograph - Brazilian artist, author of a unique visual language influenced by Brazilian, hence Indian heritage, combined with elements of urban poetics. In Prague he will christen his new publication Cras. http://doitschinoff.com/, http://shop.gestalten.com/cras.html.

Lutz Henke – president of Artitude Kunstverein, a German association concerned with the “culture of subcultures”, curator

http://www.artitu.de/
from 20. 10. 2012

13:00 – 18:00, Municipal Library – second floor, „RAINBOW STREET“ 
Workshops for children and schools with a guided tour of the exhibition, CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART, 

Art workshops located on the spot, in exhibition space or in art studio, under the guidance of lecturer Lucie Haškovcová, are targeted on children but take in members of all other age groups, ready to get involved in a stimulating programme using special auxiliary materials, prepared and realized by the Gallery´s Education Department. Under the programme, interactive viewings of exhibitions are followed by creative response, consisting in the visitors´ engagement in art work. Participants can get acquainted with both traditional and unorthodox techniques in the fields of drawing, painting, experimental photography, as well as threedimensional, intermedial, action and concept art. Each of these events will be introduced by basic information about street art and graffiti, outlining their roots, subsequent development and present-day scene in the Czech Republic and the rest of the world, followed by a survey of catalogues, books and magazines covering this field. The individual artists will be introduced both through their works conceived and executed for the present show, and through documentation of their previous output. Above all, though, a wide variety of interactive educational approaches will be employed, aimed at establishing direct creative communication and dialogue with the artists´ works.  Besides events targeting schools, the project will comprise specialized weekend workshops for all age groups. Please book in advance by 4:00 p.m. of the preceding day at the latest, at lucie.haskovcova@ghmp.cz, tel. +420 608216418; +420 606612987.

24/10, from 7:00 PM
RECYCLING AS A STATE OF MIND / ALL IS ALREADY MADE
Venue: Municipal Library, small hall

Evening programs devoted to recycling in art.

* lecture and projection
RECYCLING IN 20th- AND 21st –CENTURY ART: A HISTORICAL SURVEY TO THE PRESENT DAY

Dušan Brozman, art historian


* film projection

       THE ART OF TRASH / WASTE LAND (documentary / Brazil, UK,

       2010, 95 min / director: Lucy Walker, music: Moby

Coming from the world´s largest landfills, here is an incredible yet true story of a well-known New York artist and a group known as os catadores (trash-pickers). The documentary whose shooting took nearly three years follows a well-known artist, Vik Muniz, on a journey from Brooklyn to his native Brazil, to the world´s largest landfill, Jardim Gramacho, at the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. The site has likewise become known through a series of photographs of members of an informal workforce known as os catadores (scavengers), or waste pickers. While Muniz´s initial aim was to paint catadores at work 
sorting out the trash, as his interaction with the group grew deeper, it inspired him to make photographs of the community´s members and combine them with objects gathered at the landfill, creating powerful images revealing both the dignity and the despair of these human individuals. The film´s director, Lucy Walker, with assistants Joao Jardim and Karen Harley, had full access to the creative process at all stages, documenting it up to its climax, to offer a fascinating proof of the transforming power of art and the alchemy of the human spirit.

30/10, from 7PM, LIVE DISCUSSION/ CT 24

GRAFFITI, PUBLIC SPACE / CREATIVITY VERSUS KRIMI

venue: Small Hall, Municipal Library

Expected participation: Karel Srp (Curator GHMP), Radek Wohlmuth (curator), Vladimir 518 (artist), Pasta Oner (artist), Zdenek Lukes (theorist of architecture), Aleksandra Udženija (Councillor, City Hall). Moderator: Peter Vizina

31/10, from 7:00 PM
RECYCLING AS A STATE OF MIND /All is a ready made

venue: Municipal Library, small hall

Evening programs devoted to recycling in art., what can be built from plastic bottles?


* lecture and projection

       RECYCLING IN ARCHITECTURE with Katerina Novakova, an architect 


* film projection

       THE ARCHITECTURE OF TRASH / GARBAGE WARRIOR (documentary,

       UK, 2007, 84 min / director: Oliver Hodge

A profile of American architect Michael Reynolds who became famous for his building designs using waste materials, shot by leading British documentary film-maker Oliver Hodge over a period of three years. The film won first prize at the Ekofilm 2009 festival. Michael Reynolds has been involved for over three decades now in successful projects of building low-priced sustainable houses with autonomously generated supplies of power, water and heating. In their construction, he makes use of used tyres, beer cans and glass bottles. Awesomely functional though this alternative housing project from the workshop of the New Mexico-based professional architect and champion of sustainable development may be, in the United States it has continuously grappled with countless red-tape obstacles. Over a three-year period, film-maker Oliver Hodge has observed Michael Reynolds at work and in battle with US bureaucracy. He also joined Reynolds and his team of equally enthusiastic collaborators on an expedition to the tsunami-devastated Andaman Islands, where their inexpensive and practical houses were received with open arms. The production team eventually edited a total footage covering 350 hours, down to a regular full-length documentary format providing an incredibly lively and exciting portrait of an exceptional individual and his life´s dream come true.

3/11 2012, 1 PM – 6 PM, „WRITE YOUR NAME“

Workshops for children and schools  with a guided tour of the exhibition, CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART, 

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/ second floor

7/11, from 7 PM
POWER GIRL / WOMEN IN GRAFFITI

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/ small hall

Hosted by: Anna Oravcová, guest: Sanyo, Toy_box, Alexander Slesarev

Shocking, brave and controversial - it is a nascent film Girl Power. Through the eyes of writers you will discover Berlin, Milan, Toulouse, Barcelona, Moscow, Budapest, Prague, Essen, Paris, Oslo, Gdansk, Vienna, Madrid, New York City, Sydney, Cape Town, São Paulo, and more .... Visiting graffiti jams and related hip hop European festivals. The film, which will have a premiere in March 2013, is introduding and guideing Prague writerka Sany. And she will introduce not only the film, but also her work and other authors otherwise predominantly men's world of graffiti and street art.

Girl Power trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCyjwyJg3bg
14/11, 6 PM
GUIDE TOUR WITH CURATOR IN ENGLISH

Venue: Municipal Library, GHMP

17/11, 1 PM – 6 PM
"BOMB IT“ Workshops for children and schools with a guided tour of the exhibition,  CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART, 

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/ second floor

27/11, 6 PM
GUIDE TOUR WITH CURATOR

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library

1/12, 1 – 6 PM, “TOUCH OF THE STREET”
Workshops for children and schools  with a guided tour of the exhibition, CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART,

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/second floor

11/12, 6 PM

GUIDE TOUR WITH CURATOR

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library

15/12, 1 – 6 PM
„CITY WITHOUT LIMITS“ 
Workshops for children and schools with a guided tour of the exhibition, CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART, 

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/second floor

12. 1., 1 – 6 PM
“STUCK ON PAINT” Workshops for children and schools  with a guided tour of the exhibition, CREATIVE DIALOGUES WITH ART,

Venue: City Gallery Prague, Municipal Library/second floor

CITY WALKS

Guided walks around the individual localities, with artists and/or art historians. Guides: Pasta, Tron et al. In the course of October and November. Exact dates to be specified.

http://www.facebook.com/events/283301061765277/?ref=ts&fref=ts
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